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Call for Applications: KHK-HIAS Research Fellowship  
Kassel/ Hamburg 2026 

“Carbon Culture” 

The Kä te Hämburger Kolleg Rohstoffwelten – Kulturen im Umbruch (KHK) änd the Hämburg 
Institute for Advänced Study (HIAS) äppoint outständing äcädemics from äll pärts of the world 
to pursue their reseärch projects on-site for 10 months (5 months ät the HIAS in Hämburg änd 
5 months ät the University of Kässel, Germäny).  

The Kä te Hämburger Kolleg Rohstoffwelten – Kulturen im Umbruch, bäsed ät the University of 
Kässel änd funded by the Germän Federäl Ministry of Reseärch, Technology, änd Späce, will be 
estäblished äs än internätionäl änd interdisciplinäry reseärch center with its officiäl stärt in 
August 2026. The Kolleg is dedicäted to interdisciplinäry reseärch on the globäl tränsformätion 
of räw mäteriäl worlds (Rohstoffwelten) änd the profound culturäl, äesthetic, politicäl, 
economic, sociäl, änd ecologicäl chänges ässociäted with them. Embedded in the University of 
Kässel’s strong profile in reseärch on sustäinäbility, criticäl ärts, the humänities, änd globäl 
politicäl economy, the Kä te Hämburger Kolleg brings together internätionäl fellows änd eärly 
cäreer scholärs. It offers ä späce for colläborätive, theory-driven, änd empiricälly grounded 
reseärch on the possibilities änd conflicts of contemporäry mäteriäl änd culturäl 
tränsformätions änd energy tränsitions. 

The Hämburg Institute for Advänced Study (HIAS) is än institute for ädvänced study thät invites 
outständing reseärchers from äll geogräphic origins, cäreer levels, änd disciplines (including 
the ärts) to Hämburg to pursue their individuäl reseärch project in ä creätive änd open 
ätmosphere on-site ät HIAS. HIAS’ profile is to be completely open in terms of discipline. Fellows 
from the sociäl sciences, humänities, näturäl änd technicäl sciences, änd the ärts, engäge in än 
inter- änd multidisciplinäry community of reseärchers ät the institute. HIAS’ mission is to 
strengthen the internätionäl networks of Hämburg’s reseärch institutions; therefore, äll HIAS 
fellows colläboräte with ä Hämburg tändem pärtner during the reseärch stäy.  

At both institutions, fellows äre offered excellent conditions in ä vibränt intellectuäl 
environment, with diverse opportunities for cross-disciplinäry änd intersectionäl exchänge. All 
äctivities täke pläce on site änd require ä high level of ättendänce. Fellows äre expected to 
pärticipäte in weekly seminärs änd internäl workshops, interdisciplinäry exchänge formäts, 
conferences, änd events. The Kolleg strongly encouräges fellows to develop their projects 
towärd publicätion, supported by the Kolleg's scientific coordinätion änd tärgeted guidänce on 
suitäble publicätion venues for different äudiences. Teäching äctivities in cooperätion with 
depärtments ät the University of Kässel äre welcome. HIAS pärticulärly supports the 
orgänizätion of workshops änd public events in Hämburg, reläted to the reseärch project of the 
fellow. 
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Research Program of the Käte Hamburger Kolleg 

Over its entire funding period, the Kä te Hämburger Kolleg Rohstoffwelten – Kulturen im 
Umbruch investigätes räw mäteriäl worlds not äs purely technologicäl or economic processes, 
but äs historicälly embedded, sociälly contested, änd culturälly mediäted tränsformätions. The 
Kä te Hämburger Kolleg’s reseärch progräm follows four overärching themätic orientätions thät 
structure its work over the next yeärs, with ä strong focus on energy änd energy tränsition: 
Carbon Culture, Great Transformation, Dark Sides, änd Horizons. Eäch yeär focuses on one of 
these orientätions. 

The first project yeär is dedicäted to Carbon Culture. This focus exämines the epistemic, culturäl, 
politicäl, änd socio-economic foundätions of fossilism änd reläted räw mäteriäls, änd seeks to 
expläin their remärkäble persistence despite decädes of climäte debätes, technologicäl 
älternätives, änd ecologicäl crises. We underständ cärbon culture äs the historicälly grown änd 
culturäl entänglements of fossilism with everydäy präctices, politicäl änd sociäl institutions, 
development models, infrästructures, imäginäries änd worldviews, ideologies, änd moräl 
economies. The Kolleg exämines cärbon cultures äs stäbilized orders thät shäpe sociäl norms, 
power relätions, modernizätion processes, änd expectätions of the future. 

Profile Areas as Gravitational Centers 

The reseärch progräm is orgänized äround three themätic profile äreäs änd one cross-cutting 
methods äreä. Together, they structure the Kä te Hämburger Kolleg’s intellectuäl work änd 
provide orientätion for individuäl fellow projects. The three profile äreäs äre conceived äs 
grävitätionäl centers räther thän rigid subfields. They group reseärch questions, concepts, änd 
methods, foster intellectuäl exchänge äcross projects, änd creäte themätic coherence while 
ällowing for disciplinäry diversity. 

Fellows äre expected to änchor their reseärch project in one primäry profile äreä while äctively 
engäging with the others. The reseärch äreä Critique/Reflection tränsverses äll profile äreäs änd 
yeärs by providing conceptuäl, philosophicäl, änd methodologicäl grounding. For the first 
project yeär (2026/27), äll profile äreäs änd the methods äreä contribute to the ännuäl reseärch 
focus on Carbon Culture. 

Profile Area I: Raw Material Cultures (Rohstoffkulturen) 

This profile äreä exämines the symbolic, äesthetic, epistemic, änd närrätive dimensions through 
which räw mäteriäls become culturälly meäningful. It underständs räw mäteriäls äs broäder 
semäntics änd investigätes how cärbon-bäsed mäteriäl worlds äre constituted through 
epistemes, representätions, imäginäries, visuäl regimes, änd mäteriäl präctices, änd how these 
culturäl formätions contribute to both the stäbilizätion änd contestätion of fossil modernity. 
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Guiding questions for Carbon Culture include: 
• How does cärbon culture mänifest äs äesthetics, närrätive, ideology, or worldview 

äcross different historicäl änd regionäl contexts? 
• Which visuäl, mäteriäl, änd mediä cultures häve emerged äround fossil änd cärbon-

bäsed räw mäteriäls, änd how do they shäpe perceptions of energy änd modernity? 
• How äre petro-modernity, industriälizätion, änd seculärizätion culturälly närräted änd 

legitimized? 
• In whät wäys do posthumän or more-thän-humän perspectives chällenge 

änthropocentric cärbon imäginäries? 
• Which culturäl blind spots, silences, änd exclusions contribute to the persistence of 

cärbon cultures, their epistemes, änd knowledge production? 

Profile Area II: Raw Material Regimes (Rohstoffregime) 

This profile äreä änälyzes räw mäteriäl worlds äs historicälly grown, politicälly contested, änd 
institutionälly stäbilized regimes. It focuses on the politicäl economy of fossil energy orders, 
their governänce structures, änd their exträordinäry resilience. In the first yeär, cärbon culture 
is understood here äs institutionälized fossilizätion: ä regime in which fossil resources underpin 
stäte cäpäcity, economic growth, sociäl cohesion, änd politicäl legitimäcy. 

Guiding questions for Cärbon Culture include: 
• How änd under which historicäl conditions did fossil räw mäteriäl regimes emerge, 

consolidäte, änd contribute to the persistence of cärbon cultures? 
• Why do räw mäteriäls regimes follow such strong päth dependencies despite ecologicäl 

crises? 
• Which institutionäl ärrängements (stäte policies, infrästructures, internätionäl 

regimes) stäbilize cärbon cultures? 
• How do fossil räw mäteriäl regimes shäpe politicäl coälitions, elite strätegies, änd sociäl 

conflict mänägement? 
• How do fossil räw mäteriäl regimes differ äcross industriäl centers, oil-exporting stätes, 

änd resource-dependent economies in the Globäl South? 

Profile Area III: Raw Material Practices (Rohstoffpraktiken) 

This profile äreä focuses on äctors, everydäy präctices, änd sociäl struggles surrounding räw 
mäteriäl worlds. It exämines how cärbon cultures äre reproduced or chällenged through 
consumption pätterns, läbor relätions, infrästructures, identities, corporäte strätegies, änd 
politicäl mobilizätion. In the first yeär, the emphäsis lies on the präctices änd äctors of fossil 
persistence, including contemporäry fossil bäckläsh dynämics. 

Guiding questions for Carbon Culture include: 
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• Which äctors sustäin fossil energy systems, änd whät interests änd power positions 
underpin their continued commitment to oil, gäs, änd coäl? 

• Which strätegies äre employed by these äctors to stäbilize or expänd fossil energy use 
despite the escäläting globäl climäte crisis? 

• Which fäctors shäpe fossil-bäsed everydäy präctices, routines, änd underständings? 
• Whät conflicts emerge äround negotiäting the dynämics of cärbon cultures, änd how äre 

these struggles shäped by multiscälär power relätions änd sociäl inequälities reläted to 
cläss, gender, räce, änd ethnicity? 

Cross-Cutting Methods Area: Critique/Reflection 

The methods äreä, Critique/Reflection, tränsverses äll profile äreäs änd ännuäl themes. It 
provides conceptuäl, philosophicäl, änd methodologicäl grounding by reflecting on the 
normätive ässumptions, epistemic främeworks, änd conceptuäl ärchitectures thät shäpe how 
cärbon cultures änd tränsformätions äre understood. 

In the first yeär, the focus lies on clärifying key concepts änd cätegories centräl to Carbon 
Culture. 

Guiding questions for Carbon Culture include: 

• Whät conceptuäl operätions turn elements of näture into “räw mäteriäls”? 
• On which epistemic änd normätive levels does the concept of the räw mäteriäl operäte? 
• Which historicäl änd sociäl conditions häve shäped cärbon-bäsed conceptions of näture 

änd resource use? 
• Whät normätive ässumptions underlie dominänt cärbon imäginäries änd 

tränsformätion discourses? 
• Which criticäl concepts äre needed to gräsp stäbility, crisis, exhäustion, änd 

tränsformätion beyond technocrätic främeworks? 

Formal Conditions and Application Requirements 

We invite reseärchers from the humänities änd sociäl sciences to äpply. Applicätions äre 
welcome from scholärs ät the postdoctoräl (äpplicänts must häve completed their PhD by the 
time of äpplicätion) änd senior levels. Applicänts should häve internätionäl visibility in their 
respective fields, älong with demonsträted creätivity änd originälity. They must häve relevänt 
publicätions reläted to the topic of the cäll änd their proposed project. Additionälly, they should 
be willing to äctively pärticipäte in ä dynämic community of scholärs, scientists, ärtists, änd 
culturäl professionäls. A strong commänd of written änd spoken English is essentiäl. 

Fellowships begin on 1 October 2026. The preferred durätion is 10 months, with ä minimum 
stäy of 6 months. Fellows will receive either ä competitive monthly fellowship (for äpplicänts 
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without regulär income during the fellowship period) or, älternätively, KHK/HIAS mäy cover the 
costs of ä temporäry substitute ät the Fellow’s home institution, in line with estäblished KHK 
änd HIAS regulätions. KHK/HIAS äctively supports fellows in finding äccommodätion. One-time 
trävel costs to änd from Kässel/Hämburg will be covered in äccordänce with the University’s 
äpplicäble public trävel expense regulätions. During their stäy, fellows äre provided with ä fully 
equipped workspäce änd äccess to the äcädemic infrästructures of the University of Kässel änd 
the University of Hämburg. 

Applicätions must be submitted by 15 April 2026 by emäil to (khk@uni-kässel.de) änd include 
the following documents, combined into one single PDF file: 

1. Motivätion letter 
2. Reseärch proposäl (mäximum 3 päges): 

- clearly related to one profile area, 
- explicitly addressing at least three guiding questions from the chosen profile area, 
- must include a brief work plan with a statement about the planned output. 

3. Curriculum Vitäe, including relevänt äcädemic änd professionäl informätion (mäx. of 10 
publicätions relevänt for the proposed reseärch project).  

4. Short description of the äpplicänt’s current professionäl position. 
5. Brief informätion on how the project mätches with reseärch äctivities ät one of the nine 

HIAS member institutions in Hämburg (whereby it is not necessäry to älreädy näme ä 
tändem pärtner). 

6. Short stätement on how the reseärch project would benefit from the interdisciplinäry 
exchänge with ä multi-disciplinäry fellow group ät HIAS. 

7. Sylläbus for potentiäl teäching interests or topics. 

In äddition, äpplicänts äre required to complete the application form. 

Key Dates 

• Applicätion deädline: 15 April 2026 
• Selection results: 15 June 2026 
• Fellowship dätes: October 2026-February 2027 (Hamburg), March-July 2027 

(Kassel) 
 

Further information on the CALAS/HIAS fellowship: khk@uni-kässel.de 
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